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American shad has ranked as a top twenty species in landings
and value for the past 48 years. The ranking of shad has
fluctuated greatly and has even reached the top five (1968, 1970).
In recent years, shad has ranked between 10 and 20 compared to
all species landed in Virginia.

For over half of the past 48 years, Virginia has supplied
greater than 75 percent of the American shad landings for the
Chesapeake Region. Also, Virginia has historically supplied 75
percent of the dockside value. The highest regional percentage
was reached in 1981, when Virginia supplied 99 percent of the
landings and dockside value. The only year Virginia supplied
less than 50 percent was in 1961.

Historically Virginia has supplied 43 percent or less of the
total United States American shad landings. In 1941 Virginia
supplied 56 percent of the landings, but only 14 to 16 percent
during the last three years. Shad value also peaked in 1941,
with Virginia supplying 67 percent; however, the value has been
less than 15 percent in the last three years.

From 1940-1987, the peak in landings occured in 1945 at
5,299,600 pounds and 971,600 dollars (Table 1). Yearly landings
averaged well over three million pounds from 1940-50. Since
then, there has been a steady decline in pounds landed, and
landings averaged less than one million pounds from 1981-87.

This represents an actual decrease of 82 percent from the 1940-
50 average. The value has also undergone a steady decline and is
68 percent of the 1940-50 average.

Table 2 presents landings by month for Virginia, 1973-1987.
For the past 15 years, over 88 percent of the landings have
occurred dquring March and April. In all individual water areas
surrounding Virginia, at least 82 percent of the American shad
landings have occured from February to May. These four months

are responsible for more than 90 percent of many areas’ total
landings (Tables 13-20).

From 1974 to 1980, staked gill nets have accounted for the
highest percentage of landings by gear type. Pound nets and
drift gill nets have alternated as the second highest percentage.
From 1981 to 1987, the highest percentage by gear type has
alternated between staked gill nets and drift gill nets (Table
3) .

The Atlantic Ocean had the greatest landings by water area
during the last four years. Over the last 15 years, other areas
that have shown high landings have been the York River, James
River, and the Chesapeake Bay (Table 4).

Note: 1987 landings are preliminary.

Potomac River landings are collected in cooperation with
the Potomac River Fisheries Commission.
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Table 1. Historical American shad landings for Virginia, 1987.
NA - Data not available.
Year Pounds Value Year Pounds Value
1940 2,810,800 316,979 1964 2,651,000 326,000
1941 2,125,300 197,86%9 1965 2,955,000 307,000
1942 2,429,700 216,968 1966 2,431,000 219,000
1943 NA NA 1967 2,138,000 181,000
1944 4,665,200 553,950 1968 2,550,000 161,000
1945 5,299,600 971,600 1969 2,248,000 166,000
1946 3,599,200 630,441 1970 4,112,000 315,000
1947 4,085,500 717,584 1971 1,520,000 135,000
1948 3,205,900 532,816 1972 2,057,000 225,000
1949 2,800,300 416,885 1973 2,435,698 366,187
1950 3,031,500 499,423 1974 1,568,196 230,118
1951 3,294,400 580,787 1975 1,136,635 308,406
1952 4,007,400 .609,070 1976 895,788 284,101
1953 3,054,000 523,000 1977 1,469,032 498,100
1954 3,169,000 58&,000 1978 1,235,041 211,509
1955 3,500,060 595,000 1979 994,095 234,841
1956 3,191,000 451,000 1980 973,875 352,955
1957 2,918,000 486,000 1981 499,119 140,608
1958 2,254,000 405,000 1982 585,354 180,028
1959 1,774,000 307,000 1983 672,922 294,387
1960 1,349,000 234,000 1984 1,269,736 423,715
1961 1,329,000 222,000 1985 632,984 215,910
1962 2,220,000 312,000 1986 573,115 157,356
1963 2,312,000 347,000 1987 632,871 232,143
Source: 1940-1972, NMFS; 1973-1987, VMRC.
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